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ASMR Medical Research Week( WA Scientific Symposium 
Abstract Guidelines

Oral Presentations

10 minutes presentation + 5 minutes discussion. PowerPoint facilities will be available in all lecture theatres.
Eligibility for Awards

To be eligible for an award, YOU MUST be a MEMBER of the ASMR.
Awards will be judged for the clarity and structure of the presentation, the integration and use of audio visual aids, the quality of data presented in relation to the level of the presenter (i.e. Honours, early or late PhD student, postdoc), and demonstration of understanding of the topic including responses to questions.

Instructions to Authors
To submit an abstract please complete the following templates (pages 2, and 3). Please DO NOT change margins or text formatting in any way.

Files should be saved with the first author’s last name and first name initial as the file name, e.g. Smith J
Abstract preparation:

· Please use the abstract template on page 3. Please DO NOT CHANGE margins, spacing or text formatting.

· Abstract size is limited to 2500 characters (not including spaces, title, authors and institutions). 
· Abstracts longer than 2500 characters (not including spaces) will be truncated

· The title of the abstract is limited to 250 characters (not including spaces)
· Titles should be typed in bold and at the top of the abstract
· Font to be used is Times New Roman at size 12pt
· Author’s names should be under the title, with the name of the presenting author underlined
· Institutions should be under the author’s names. 

All enquiries regarding abstract submission should be directed to Dr Samantha Gardner, s.gardner@ecu.edu.au
Name:

Gursimran Dhamrait
Institution:

Telethon Kids Institute
Contact phone number:

0409083211
Email address:

gursimran.dhamrait@telethonkids.org.au
Abstract Title:

The Effects Of Interpregnancy Intervals, Family Size & Sociodemographic Factors On Child Development Outcomes At Age 5
Level of experience (i.e. Honours student, Research Assistant, First year PhD, Second year PhD, Third year PhD, Postdoc):

First year PhD
ASMR Member (YES / NO):

Yes
*Please note: you must be an ASMR member to be considered for an award. If eligible for an award, please be sure to keep available for the night of the Gala Dinner (Friday June 8th).
Please nominate 1-2 subject areas relevant to your submitted abstract:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Physiology 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Reproductive and developmental biology 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Cell biology

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Biotechnology 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Molecular biology

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Psychology
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Animal models
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Biochemistry 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Immunology

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Clinical research

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Genetic medicine

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Pathology

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dentistry
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  Other (please specify):      



Title: The Effects Of Interpregnancy Intervals, Family Size & Sociodemographic Factors On Child Development Outcomes At Age 5

Authors: Gursimran Dhamrait1-3, Gavin Pereira,2,3 Stephen Zubrick,1,3 Catherine Taylor.2,3
1Medical School, University of Western Australia, Crawley, Australia, 6009.

2UWA Centre for Child Health Research, University of Western Australia, Crawley, Australia, 6009.

3Telethon Kids Institute, 100 Roberts Road, Subiaco, Australia, 6008.

Introduction: Early childhood is a period of rapid cognitive, linguistic, social and behavioural development, which ultimately forms the foundation for future academic success. Adversities during pregnancy and sociodemographic disadvantages can negatively influence children’s readiness for school and onward school progress. Inappropriate interpregnancy interval (IPI) duration has been associated with adverse infant health and developmental outcomes. Children hailing from lower socioeconomic backgrounds are more likely to experience a range of developmental problems including, poor school readiness. This can be exaggerated by increased sibling numbers. Thus, understanding the interplay between these early childhood adversities and their impact on children’s development and school readiness may improve the education outcomes of Australia children. 
Aim: To investigate the relationship between IPIs, family size and sociodemographic factors, including maternal education, family structure, socio-economic advantage/disadvantage, and children’s developmental outcomes, as measured by the Australian Early Development Census (AEDC). 

Method: The sample of this prospective cohort study will include all Western Australian children who have completed that AEDC in either 2009, 2012 or 2015. AEDC scores are  collected by teachers at the commencement of full-time school, age 5 and classified into percentile scores. Statistical analysis of five administrative datasets will examine the prevalence of developmental vulnerability and multivariate analysis will be used to determine the impact of three predictor variables; IPIs, family size and sociodemographic factors, on the five developmental domains (social, emotional, language, cognitive, and physical) of the AEDC, at school entry. 

Expected Outcomes: It is expected that of the type and number of childhood risk exposures will significantly impact the percentile scores for each AEDC domain. Childhood disadvantages will be influenced by IPI duration, family size and sociodemographic variables. Children who have short or long IPIs, larger family sizes and lower sociodemographic status will be the most disadvantaged group. Whilst children who have a higher percentile score for  each AEDC domain are expected to have faced less development disadvantages. 

Summary: Study outcomes will help guide child health and education policies aimed at addressing risk exposures early in life and supporting all children to have the best start in life. 
