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The Australian Society for Medical
Research (ASMR) represents more

than 60,000 Australians.

B 1100 ordinary members
B 37 specialist societies
B 5Smedica colleges

B 9 foundation associates
B Corporate supporters

The list of Affiliates & Associates :

Arthritis Foundation of Australia
Assoc of Aust. Med Resh. Institutes
A’asian College for Emergency
Medicine
A'asian Assoc of Clin. Biochemists
A’asian Fac. of Occupational Med.
A’asian Menopause Society
A'asian Soc. for Free Radical
Research
A’asian Society for HIV Medicine
A’asian Society for Immunology
A'sian Society for Infec. Diseases
A’asian Society for the Sudy of
Hypertension in Pregnancy
A'asian Society of Blood Trans.
A’asian Society of Clinical and
Experimental Pharmacologists and
Toxicol ogists
A’asian Society of Clinical
Immunology and Allergy
ANZ Bone and Mineral Society
ANZ Society for Cell & Develop-
mental Biology
ANZ Society of Nephrology
Australian Assoc of Neurologists
Australian Atheroscelerosis Society
Aust. Cystic Fibrosis Association
Australian Diabetes Society
Australian Kidney Foundation
Australian Neuroscience Society
Australian Physiological and
Pharmacological Society
Aust. Rheumatology Association
Aust.Society for Biochemistry and

Molecular Biology

Aust. Society for Psych. Research

Aust.Society for Repro. Biology
Aust. Soc. for the Sudy of Obesity

Cardiac Society of ANZ
Clinical Oncol.Society of Australia
Comm. Health & Anti-tuberculosis
Association
Endocrine Society of Australia
Fertility Society of Australia

Gastroenterological Soc. Australia

Fostering excellence
in Australian health
and medical research
and promoting
community under-
standing and support
since 1961.

Haematology Society of Australia
Haemophilia Fndn. of Australia
High Blood Pressure Research
Council of Australia
Human Genetics Society of A’asia
Juvenile Diabetes Fndn of
Australia
Muscular Dystrophy Assoc. SA Inc.
National Assoc.of Research Fellows
National Heart Fndn of Australia
National MS Society
Paediatric Rsh Soc. of Australia
Perinatal Society of ANZ
Royal ANZ Coll of Obstet. &
Gynaeologists
Royal A’asian Coll. of Physicians
Royal College of Pathologists of
Aust.

Thoracic Society of ANZ
Transplantation Society of ANZ

Structure

B Eleven Directors
who, apart from the
President and Presi-
dent-Elect, have atwo
year term of office.

B An Executive of
the Board comprises
the President, Presi-
dent-Elect, Secretary
and Treasurer.

B Thisstructure
ensures that the
Board isaways
aware of, and respon-
sive to, current issues
within the health and
medical research
community.

B TheBoard of
Directors meetsthree
times each year.



Track Record

[ | ASMR’splatform, proposedin 1996, was
the doubling of the NHMRC budget. Our educa-
tion program targetting all Federal MPs ensured
the adoption of this recommendation by the
HMRSR and its subsequent endorsement by Gov-
ernment.

[ | ASMR has maintained since 1994 that
Capital Gains Taxation needed to be reformed to
permit venture capital investment into Australia’s
Health and Medical Research sector. Such arec-
ommendation was endorsed by the Ralph Review
on taxation.

[ | ASMR has created awareness of Health
and Medical Research in thecommunity sincethe
inception of ASMR-Medical Research Week in
1980. Theweek isnow anational event. Australia’'s
most recent Nobel laureatefor Medicine and Physi-
ology, Professor Peter Doherty, was the ASMR
Medalist Touring Lecturer in 1998, followed by Pro-
fessor Ralph Bradshaw, Past President of FASEB
in 1999. These events attract significant sponsor-
ship and media coverage around the country.

[ | ASMR public opinion poll datafrom 1995
and 1999, ng attitudes of Australian’stoin-
creasesin funding to Health and M edical Research,
were pursuasive instruments to government and
aretheonly such pollsconducted within Australia.

[ | Two workforcereviews conducted by the
Society of Australian medical researchers have
identified impediments to scientists continuing
their work in Australia, forcing many to seek po-
sitions overseas. These studies provide data to
support ASMR submissions to various bodies
concerning the working conditions, funding op-
portunities and career development of Austra-
lian biomedical researchers.

| ASMR isfrequently consulted by Gov-
ernment, mediaand funding bodiesfor examples
of best case practice and recommendations on
policy for Health and Medical Research and in-
dustry development. ASMR has organised press
conferences, foraand discipline conferences, and
is frequently quoted on radio, television and in
print in Australia and in international scientific
journals.

| ASMR supportsthe development of jun-
ior, intermediate and senior scientists by provid-
ing awardsfor scientific excellence. ASMR aso
acknowl edges the contribution of journalists of-
fering annual “Journalism Awards for Excel-
lence” in medical research reporting.

[ | ASMR commitment to Federal and State
Research Agencies is acknowledged by key
stakeholder positions that ASMR has in these
organisations.

Currently health care is going through dramatic and rapid changes, due to rapid advances in our
understanding of human physiology, particularly at the molecular level. Thus, in the current boom in
biomedical understanding, research and development efforts are driving the health care system to
advance at arate which is arguably much faster than at any other time in history. The burgeoning
information technology industry, whilefacilitating the dissemination of information does not facilitate
theability to interpret new findingsinthefield of medicine. Theability to interpret and implement the
major advances in biomedical understanding can only be achieved through direct experience in the
research that leads to those advances. Research experience for Australia’s health care workers
enables them to put into practice new diagnostic, therapeutic and management techniques many

years before they are available as off-the-shelf technology. Australians deserve to have accessto the
best of health care as it evolves.

There has been lack of imagination and vision in the funding of R& D in Australiaand consequently
there has been asignificant dismantling of Australia's R& D capacity. The future means understand-
ing technol ogy, inventing it and trandlating it in ameaningful way to our industrial sector and into our
hospitalsand clinics.




How to Achieve Best Health Care?

ASMR believes that a healthy level of health and medical research investment would be 5% of total
health expenditure. The figure of 5% is an international benchmark and is in accordance with the
amount invested by other technol ogy drivenindustries. The doubling of fundsallocated to the National
Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) in the 1999 federal budget had been advocated by
ASMR for sometime. ThisASMR initiative and platform policy was devel oped as arecommendation
of the Health and Medical Research Strategic Review in 1999 (HMRSR). It isnow recognised by all
parties that this level of funding is necessary to adequately meet the challenges that advances in
knowledge-based technol ogies will bring to the Australian health system; and to adequately capture
the economic benefit of national and international developments in health R&D. The Federa
Government’sdecision to increase NHMRC fund all ocations should permit growth in the Health and
Medical Research sector, however thisaoneisinsufficient for a sustained industry which would be
capableof discovery, capture of intellectua property, commercialisation, and ultimately trandationto
altered medical practice. Another ASMR platform has been to ater the Capital Gains Taxation to
attract venture capital investment into Health and Medical Research. Thiswas recommended by the
HMRSR and the 1999 Ralph Review of taxation, although the 125% corporate rate reduction for
R&D will not ater.

The development of a vibrant research industry, which encompasses biotech-
nol ogy, information technol ogy, research investment and commercialisation ven-
tures, along with public support are crucial for Australia to maintain and de-
velop its pre-eminent position in health and medical research and to permit
trandlation of discoveriesto health care practice.

ASMR Supports
A merit driven, peer-reviewed broad based biomedical
research effort.

| Expenditure on biomedical re-
search should be at aminimum of 5%
of national health outlays.

| M echanismsfor assured stabil-
ity and continuity of medical research

funding.

| Better Government initiated
mechanisms for Industry support of
biomedical research.

| Improvementsto thelevelsof,
and mechanisms for, infrastructure
support of Medical Research in Uni-
versitiesand Hospitals.

= The retention of the highly
skilled workforceisrequired to main-
tain excellence in Australia’s health
and medical research effort.

o The continued expansion of
ASMR-Medical Research Week ac-
tivities and education of the public
into areas of medical research.

= Ensuring that young Australian
researchers haveinput into the politi-
cal process, and that ASMR should
be represented on PM SEIC.




Submissions1993/99

August 1999
NSW Animal Rsh. Act
Review

April 1998
HMRSR

February 1998
Ntnl. Strategy for an
AgeingAustralia

February 1997
Ing.intoMedical &
PublicHealth Rsh.in
Victoria

February 1996
Ing.intoMedical &
PublicHealth Rsh.in
Victoria

August 1996
Review of the ABC
roleand functions

December 1994
H& MR Fundingto
Y 2000

October 1993
External Review of

NHMRC

President Dr Rob Ramsay
Pres-Elect Dr. Peter O’ Loughlin
Secretary Dr. Moira Clay
Treasurer Dr. Bruce Lyons
Public Affairs Prof Peter Schofield
Directors: Prof Carol Armour

Awareness - ASMR Medical Research Week permits
education and public awar enessof Australian and inter -
national r esear ch discoveries

Career Development for medical researchersis
offered by scientificfora

Education of primary, secondary and tertiary students
isachieved by ASMR

Palicy - ASMR’sinteraction with thecommunity and
gover nment influencespolicy

NSW Cancer Council

In accordance with the NSW Cancer Council Amendment
Bill 1997, ASMR providesanomineefor aposition onthe
Board of the Council. TheAct stipulatesthat the person

shall be* a person who has expertise and experiencein
conducting medical research with relevance to cancer
and who is nominated by the Australian Society for
Medical Research” .

ASMR’s1998 campaign to activatethegeneral publicin
support of Health & Medical Research was assisted by
our associatemembers. A widedistribution of information
leafletsreached the general publicthrough their networks

Dr Lyn Griffiths

Dr Bronwyn Kingwell
Dr. Cassandra Lawson
Dr. Andrew Sinclair
Dr. Jason Smythe

TheAustralian Society for M edical Research (ASMR) isaregistered Australian Com-
pany (ACN 000599 235). Executive Officer CatherineWest, Admin Assistant
LexyHarris, 145 Macquarie Street, Sydney 2000. Telephone 02 9256 5450, Fax: 02 9252
0294, Email: asmr @wor ld.net. WWW.asmr.org.au



