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Professor Ed Byrne is one of those rare individuals who has been able to combine an outstanding contribution in basic neurological research with an active clinical career and a most distinguished record of both clinical and research leadership.

Professor Byrne received his MBBS with first class honours from the University of Tasmania in 1974.  He moved to Adelaide the following year and became Neurology Registrar in 1978. During the years 1980 – 1983, he was the Muscular Dystrophy Research Fellow at Queen Square in London. In 1983, he returned to Australia as the Director of Neurology at St Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne and from 1992, was Professor/Director. He was awarded the degree of Doctor of Science from the University of Melbourne in 1995. Professor Byrne was also the Founding Director of the Melbourne Neuromuscular Research Institute.

Apart from his dedication to clinical neurology, Professor Byrne has made an outstanding contribution in the field of research into degenerative neurological diseases, particularly as they relate to progressive muscular disease such as Motor Neurone Disease. His ground-breaking research which identified the contribution of mitochondrial abnormalities to neurological diseases has been of singular importance.

A new generation of clinical neurologists and neuroscientists has been trained by Professor Byrne, who has supervised the research higher degrees of many candidates. 

Currently, he holds the dual appointments of Founding Director of the Centre for Neuroscience and Professor of Experimental Neurology at the University of Melbourne. The only other person to hold the latter title was Professor Sir Sydney Sunderland.

As Director of the Centre for Neuroscience, Professor Byrne has been outstandingly successful in driving the establishment of Neurosciences Victoria and Neurosciences Australia. He has played a fundamental role in attracting many millions of dollars in Government and industry funding to support research in neuroscience.

His leadership has been crucial in bringing neurology and experimental neuroscience in Victoria and Australia to a position of international prominence.  


