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About Professor Leon Rosenberg
Professor Rosenberg’s career has seen him:
	As a clinician and researcher at Yale University, developing and administering life saving treatments for children with metabolic disorders;

As the Dean of the Yale University School of Medicine research, guiding wide ranging research especially in human genetics to bring real human benefits
As the Chief Scientific Officer for global pharmaceutical company Bristol-Myers Squibb, overseeing the development of important drugs for cancer, cholesterol control, depression, and new antibiotics.
As the Chairman of Funding First, leading a campaign to boost US medical research sufficient to prevent, treat and cure the diseases that still afflict us.
His focus is now on teaching at Yale and at Princeton, inspiring young people with what they can achieve in medical research that is, to help people live long healthy lives.
Amongst Professor Rosenberg’s many other interests, he is:
	A board member of Medicines for Malaria (Geneva)

A member of the Albert Lasker Medical Research Awards Jury.
Professor Rosenberg is touring Australia as the 2002 recipient of the Australian Society of Medical Research 2002 Medallist, speaking about the future of medical research.
He will be speaking at dinners in Brisbane, Adelaide, Sydney, Melbourne and Perth, and at the National Press Club in Canberra
	31 May, Queensland Medical Research Week Dinner, 7.30 pm Grand Ballroom, Marriot Hotel, 515 Queen St, Brisbane 4000

3 June, SA Medical Research Week Dinner, 7.30 pm Mercure Hotel, Mount Lofty House
4 June, NSW Medical Research Week Dinner, 7.30 pm Grand Foyer, Powerhouse Museum, Ultimo
5 June, National Press Club, Canberra, 12 noon to 2 pm, includes the televised Telstra address.
6 June, National/Vic Medical Research Week Dinner, 7.30 pm Grand Hyatt Savoy Ballroom
7 June, WA Medical Research Week Dinner, 7.30 pm Fraser's Restaurant, Kings Park

More about Leon Rosenberg
The highlight of Leon Rosenberg’s own research was the discovery in his clinical work of several inherited metabolic disorders in children. These were all rare diseases affecting 1 in 20-30,000 but invariably fatal and due to disruption of amino acid and organic acid metabolism.
He discovered how Vitamin B12 is used by cells, and in the process showed that vitamin B12 supplements could correct many of these problems, and save lives. 
As the inaugural chairman of Yale’s Department of Human Genetics, he was able to build a bridge from research applications to clinical treatments.
He developed a strong department with people like Sherman Weissman, David Ward, Francis Collins, and Arthur Horwich. Their work was responsible for current techniques of positional cloning, developing fluorescent in situ hybridisation(fish) for staining chromosomes different colours, and discovering how proteins are transported to mitochondria.
As Chief Scientific Officer at BMS he oversaw the introduction of:
	Taxol, a cancer drug;

Pravachol, a drug for people with high cholesterol or heart disease (included a major Australian trial)
Serzone, an antidepression drug
New antibiotics: Cefzil and Cefepime
The anti-hypertensive drug: Irbesartan.

For further information visit:
www.asmr.org.au/media for more information about Medical Research Week.
http://www.laskerfoundation.org/reports/pdf/exceptional.pdf for an assessment of the real economic benefit of medical research on the national economy.
http://www.laskerfoundation.org/reports/pdf/invest.pdf for an insight into research challenges and directions.

For media interviews contact: 	Anne Hayward, 0419 893 922
Niall Byrne, 0417 131 977.
For further information: 	ASMR President-elect Professor Moira Clay on  0417 863 688 or visit ASMR website: www.asmr.org.au

