Stem Cells in the New Millennium

Stem cell research has been of public interest and indeed gained a type of “celebrity” in the media in the last year. In fact our state government has supported the input of Australian science in stem cell medical research, in particular the impact on improving medical technology and therapeutics.  In fact, Australian scientist were one of the first in the world to successfully isolate human stem cells and now they stand in the public eye as the world watches to witness as stem cells are used in the treatment of childhood and adult pathologies.

Public awareness of the contributions we as Australian researchers make to this controversial means of therapy will be heightened by the evening’s presentations.  The idea is to present an expert perspective of this topic that incorporates both local and international developments in this highly disputed research area.

The public lecture, scheduled as part of the events during ASMR Medical Research Week® is aimed at highlighting the impact these developments may have on our societies specifically and in general.  Our expert panel of distinguished speakers will cover our proposed topic from different perspectives.

Please join our panel of experts as they present their view on the current medical research issues surrounding the use of stem cells in for ultimate therapeutic use and improving the quality of life.
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Dr Paul Willis (MC)
Reporter, Catalyst Programme ABC TV
Email: correx@your.abc.net.au

Paul Willis is an expert in fossil crocodiles, for which he received his PhD from the University of New South Wales. Paul has been interested in publicising science and has been with the ABC since 1997. He appears regularly as a cross media science broadcaster on radio, television and online. Paul also tours with the public event “Science in the Pub” and broadcasts weekly radio segments to the ABC in Western Australia, the Northern Territory as well as ABC Radio Tasmania every couple of weeks.



Professor Peter Rathjen
Executive Dean, Faculty of Sciences
Email: peter.rathjen@adelaide.edu.au
Ph: 61 8 8303 5434
Fax: 61 8 8303 4348

Professor Peter Rathjen is currently the Executive Dean of the Faculty of Science at the University of Adelaide where he did his undergraduate studies.  In 1985 he was the Rhodes Scholar for South Australia and undertook a DPhil at the University of Oxford studying mobile genetic elements in yeast and mammals. His interests in molecular regulation of stem cell differentiation began at Oxford as a Postdoctoral scientist and continued with his return to the University of Adelaide in 1990. Currently, Professor Rathjen is a major instigator in developing collaborations with Australian biotechnology companies, such as Bresagen, in the pursuit of understanding the mechanisms involved in ES differentiation. His current research interests include the genetic control of embryonic stem cell differentiation and the use of this technology for human therapy.


Associate Professor Martin Pera 
Senior Research Fellow
Email: Martin.Pera@med.monash.edu.au
Ph: 61 3 9594 7318

Associate Professor Martin Pera is the Senior Research Fellow in the Centre for Early Human Development at the Institute of Reproduction and Development headed by Professor Alan Trounson at the Monash Medical Centre. He completed his undergraduate training and PhD in the USA and later moved to the Oxford University where he cultivated his interests in reproductive cloning. He joined Monash University in 1996 and has since been apart of a team responsible for some of the first IVF babies in the world.





Professor Bernie Tuch
Director of Diabetes Transplant Unit
Email: b.tuch@unsw.edu.au
Fax: 61 2 9382 4826 

Professor Bernie Tuch is the Director of the Pancreas Transplant Unit at Prince of Wales Hospital in Sydney and is using human embryonic stem cells to find a cure for type-1 diabetes. Professor Tuch is a senior staff specialist in endocrinology and in the 1980’s he was group leader of a team of doctors responsible for Australia’s first transplant trial in fetal insulin-producing cells for the treatment of diabetes. 

Professor Loane Skene
Melbourne Law School
The University of Melbourne
Email: l.skene@law.unimelb.edu.au
Tel: 61 3 8344 4858
Fax: 61 3 9347 2392

Professor Loane Skene is a Professor of Law and Deputy Vice-President of the Academic Board of the University of Melbourne. She is the Program Director of the Medical Ethics Program at the Centre for Applied Philosophy and Public Ethics (CAPPE); and Deputy Director of the Centre for Law and Genetics at the University of Tasmania and University of Melbourne. She serves on several policy advisory committees, especially in relation to the legal regulation of genetic testing.



