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The Australian Society for Medical Research
ASMR Medical Research Week® May 31 to June- 8,  2012
Media Release, June 7 2012
Alain Beaudet, MD, PhD, Distinguished Neuroscientist, President of the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, ASMR Medalist 2012

The ASMR Medalist 2012, Dr Alain Beaudet, started out to be a family doctor and found his way into science.  He has had a distinguished career in neuroscience and now heads the largest organization for health and medical research funding in Canada.
Dr Beaudet will speak, at the ASMR MRW® Dinner this evening about the parallels in health and medical research which exist between Australia and Canada and how best to bridge the gap between research and clinical outcomes.
The two most difficult decisions of Beaudet’s professional life were giving up seeing patients to focus on science and then moving away from the bench to concentrate on policy and advocacy.  He has a particular interest in encouraging high school students and early career researchers, seeing this as tremendously important to keeping the pipeline of health and medical research scientists coming through the system. Dr Beaudet said, “A good role model or mentor can have a huge impact, imparting values that enrich and enable young people in science or any other career”.
The framework for funding health and medical research, Dr Beaudet believes, represents an exciting opportunity to develop a country’s research enterprise, an enterprise increasingly important to combat the challenges of ageing populations, climate change and life style diseases.
Health care is evolving from a reactive “one-size-fits-all” system, toward predictive, preventive and precision care.   “The future”, Dr Beaudet said, “rests on bold themes with big impact”.

ASMR Medical Research Week® Grand Ballroom, Hilton on the Park, June 7, 2012
Federal Health Minister, The Hon Tanya Plibersek MP will announce the winner of the prestigious Commonwealth Health Minister’s Award for Health and Medical Research at the dinner.
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