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In the lead up to the Federal
election later this year Australians
will be showered with catch phrases
such as “Knowledge Nation” and
“Backing Australia’'sAbility”. The
policiesof the Labor and Liberal
parties, respectively, have strong
relevance and important objectives
for medical researchers. Thefocus
of these policies on investment in
the future through funding
innovation efforts such as medical
research must not be lost under the
pressure of other political issues.
The“Platform for Healthand
Medical Research”, issued by the
Board in December, gave strong
support for thefull implementation
of the recommendations of the
Batterham report and the report of
the Innovation Summit
Implementation Group, while
putting these reports into a health
and medical research context.
Lettersand the Platform document
weresent to all federal
parliamentariansin the lead up to
their respective announcements.

ThePrimeMinister’s“Backing
Australia’s Ability” innovation
statement on 29th January
announced a$2.9 billion, five-year
plan to boost Australia's research,
development and innovation. The
announcment promises to deliver a
substantial number of the
recommendations of the Batterham
and IS G reports, but only
describes an implementation
schedule for a portion of the
promises. A defined implementation
process must be established. We
arein the process of organising
meetingswith myself, President-
Elect Peter Schofield and

key members of the cabinet and
shadow ministry to highlight the

President’s Report
Dr Peter O’ Loughlin, April 2001

need for thefull implementation of
the“Backing Australia’'s Ability”
innovation statement and adoption of
an implementation process and
timetable.

TheLabor
Party’s
“Knowledge
Nation”
statement
promisesto:
improve
education and
training at all
levels;
encourage innovation and boost
investment in research and
development; reversethe ‘brain drain’
by doubling the number of research
fellowshipsin our universities and
creating fellowships to attract the
world’s best researchers; and ensure
the benefits of information and
communications technologies are
shared by al Australians. Specific
projections for Labor’s proposals
must be established.

ASMR MRW 2001

The flagship event on the ASMR
calendar, Medical Research Week is
our major vehicleto raise the profile of
Australia'smedical research
endeavour. Our rolein this promotion
has been recognised this year by a
$135,000 grant from the Department of
Health and Aged Care to expand our
outreach activities. Thisyear in
addition to the MRW events that we
usualy hold there will be anational
focus on medical research expos
expanding on the events that have
been held in some Statesin the past.

The ASMR Medallist for 2001 is
Professor Alan Bernstein, former

Continued Page 2



President’s Report, contined

Director of the Samuel
Lunenfeld Institute at the
University of Toronto and the
newly appointed President of
the Canadian Health Research
Institutes. He will address
major eventsin most capital
cities and the National Press
Club in Canberra speaking on
the increasingly positive
attitude in many governments
towards funding investments
in higher education and
medical research and the
effects of structural reformsin
these areas.

Australian Health &
Medical Research
Congress 2002

Thisinitiative of the ASMRis
intended to provide aforumto
bring together multiple
medical research societies and
associations at a truly
international standard
meeting. The economy of
scale of thismeeting will
enable the participating
societies to attract a
significant number of the
world's best scientists to take
part in annual scientific
meetings and symposia that
are integrated into the
Congress. To date there are 6
Societiesincluding ASMR
that are holding their annual
scientific meetingsand 18
further Societiesthat are
holding symposia as part of
the Congress.

ABC Science Unit

Inlate 2000 there was national
concern that funding and
structural changesin the ABC
would threaten the future of
the Science Unit. The ASMR
wroteto all federal politicians
to support the need for a
strong ABC Science Unit.
Highlighting that the ABC
plays an essential rolein the
communication and analysis
of scientific, technological and

health-related issues and
events. These issues include
some of the most important
facing Australiain the 21st
century. We recommended
that:

n The ABC maintains
aleading role in the
broadcast coverage of
science, technology and
health issues.

| Thisrolerequires as
a minimum a capacity for
specialised news and
investigative reporting and
ideally a capacity for the
production of feature-
documentary programs for
radio and television.

| To meet this goal the
ABC should retain
journalists, researchers and
producers with specialised
expertise in the analysis of
scientific, technical and
health issues.

Many politicians have
provided detailed responses
to our concerns.

NHMRC Research
Fellowships scheme

The changes to the Research
Fellowships scheme, including
the cessation of new Research
Fellow level appointments has
been of some concern to the
medical research community.
When these announcements
were made, therewereno
replacement support programs
aimed at researcherswith 3to
9 years of postdoctoral
experience.

The NHMRC have recently
indicated that a scheme to
address the needs of this
group of postdoctoral
researcherswill be offered in
2001 for funding in 2002.

For biomedical researchersthe
conditionsfor the award will
be similar to those for the RD
Wright in the past.

Obituary

The Board was saddened to
learn Professor Barry Firkin
lost hisbattle with leukaemia
onJan 12, 2001.

Professor Barry Firkin

Hewasthedriving forcewith
Jm McRaeand Alan Skyring

in establishing ASMR and its
first President in 1961; hewas
alsothefirst financial member
of the Society (7/9/61).

Appointed alife member of
ASMRin 1983, Barry Firkin
will long be remembered and
missed by friends and
colleagues. The“Firkin
Oration”, presented by many
eminent scientists over the
years has become an integral
part of our National Scientific
Conference. We owe a debt of
gratitudeto Barry Firkin; his
ideals and aspirations for
Australian Health and Medical
Research driven by courage,
imagination and initiative,
founded the Society,

The Board of Directors, on
behalf of the Membership of
ASMR, extend condolences to
Barry’swife Ruth, hisfour
children and six grandchildren.

Peter O’ Loughlin
President, ASVIR
April 2001



NHMRC Support, Postdoctoral Period

Over thelast four years, the NHMRC Research
Committee has been changing the waysin which it
supports Australian health and medical research.
“Reshaping NHM RC Research Support”, has
focussed on improving the ways in which we
support:

* research directly (Project and Program
Grants);

* the national underpinning of research
(National Research Capacity categories, eg,
Equipment Grants, Programin Medical v
Genomics); and

* people who undertake the research (from
postgraduate students through to the most
senior Research Fellows).

“Reshaping” has been driven by a number of
factors. These include the merger of the previous
MRC and PHRDC into asingle Research
Committeein 1997, the Government’ sresponsesto
theHealth & Medical Research Strategic Review
(Wills Report), and the rapid changesin
international health and medical research. Our aim
has been to open up our schemes; to have specific
and transparent policies; to make the system more
flexible; to provide more support of longer
duration; to provide teams with more stable
support (and thus allow more innovation); and to
provide asimpler system with more choice.

The development of talented peopleinto excellent
independent and self-directed researchers during
the postdoctoral period is one of the most
important goalsfor Australian health and medical
research. Research Committee has been actively
considering thisissue for sometime. For many
years, we have had excellent schemesfor
Australian biomedical researcherswishing to
study overseasimmediately after gaining their
PhD - the C JMartin and the Neil Hamilton Fairley
Fellowships (for biomedical and clinical
researchers respectively). Three years ago, the
Research Committee launched the Sidney Sax
Fellowship, an equivalent schemefor public health
researchers, though to date there have been
relatively few applicants. The Peter Doherty
Fellowship isfor researchers who for various
reasons cannot travel overseas during the
immediate postdoctoral years, enabling them to
enhance their postdoctoral training by changing
institutions. It too has supported many excellent
researchers. All these early postdoctoral
fellowships have been for four years.

After thisinitia postdoctoral period, researchers
have relied on avariety of other means of support.
R D Wright Fellowships have been available,

Professor Warwick Anderson

usually awarded to _—

researchers four or
The block-funded b -
institutes had :a
which to appoint

postdoctoral fellows.

than 250 at any onetimein recent years) were
supported on NHMRC Project Grants as ROs or

five years post-PhD.

unnamed “dlots’ in

However most postdocs (estimated to be more
SROs.

Some specific problems have become apparent
over thelast decade. For example, the range of
support mechanisms has not been in tune with the
expectations of many postdoc fellows. Very few
public health or clinical researchers have become
R D Wright Fellowsand it is clear that this scheme
does not fit well with the personal profile, age,
professional experience and career devel opment of
many researchersin these fields. The number of
RDWs able to be funded in the tight funding years
in the mid-90s disappointed many. Those on
Project Grant support often found this difficult,
though many became successful NHMRC
Research Fellowship applicants. Project grantswill
remain animportant vehiclefor career
development.

After much consideration and discussion though
1998-2000, the Research Committee decided to
address the issue of postdoctoral support
decisively in 2001. It announced that it would not
advertise the RD Wright Fellowships until it had
developed policy to address the postdoctoral
training issue. Note that thiswasadelay in
announcing, not a cancellation, of postdoc
support.

Research Committeewill consider
recommendationsfrom the Fellowship Committee
and the Training Awards Committeein May and
we expect to announce acall for applicationsfor
funding in 2002 shortly afterwards. These
recommendations may be summarized as:

i Changesto the R D Wright scheme, to
ensure ongoing support for researchers at an
important devel opment stage of their career. The
criteriafor the award will be addressed and the
duration of the award may beincreased). This
schemewill be directed towards biomedical
research.

i Introduction of new postdoctoral career
development awards for both clinical and public
health/popul ation health researchers with criteria
explicitly developed for these types of researcher

Continued Page 4



| nvesting in Biol nnovation for WA's future

Last March marked the opening
of the new Biomedical R& D

Alliance, aunique collaboration of
biomedica researchingtitutescoming
together with University, Industry and
Government leadersin Western Audtraia
Thefour mgor ingtitutesincludeLionsEye
Indtitute, TVW Telethon Institutefor Child
Health Research, Western Audtralian
Biomedica Research Ingtitute, and Western
Audrdian Ingtitutefor Medical Research.

Undoubtedly, theresult of the Biomedical
R&D Alliancewill beshared knowledge, a
quickening of discoveriesand devel opment
of technology , and commerciaisation of
research to put Western Australiaat the
forefront of innovation and growthinthe
biotechnol ogy sector.

A major benefit will beanincreaseinjobs
and economy. Itishoped that Western
Audtrdiawill seizetheseopportunitiesand
invest in partnerships, peopleand
infrastructureto help build ahealthier State.

WA Biomedical Research
Institute

TheWestern Austrdian Biomedica
Research Ingtitute (WABRI), whichwas
launched on Tuesday 28th November, 2000
by the Deputy Premier, Hendy Cowan,
promisesto becomeacollaborative
enterprisefor commercialisation of
researchin Western Austraia.

Thelngtituteisaworld-classestablishment
funded under the state government’s Centres
of Excellence programmeand it gives
researchersat Murdoch aredlistic chance of
finding treetmentsfor someof theworld's
most persistent diseases. Infectious,
autoimmune diseases suchas maaria,
diabetes, cardiovascular diseaseand
cancerssuch asleukaemia arebeing
targeted at thebio-molecular level by the
outstanding researchersin WABRI, inwhich
Murdoch University sharesanodewith
CurtinUniversty.

Dr Cassandra Lawson,
ASMR Director

NHMRC Support, Postdoctoral Period. continued

career profiles.

° Consideration of how the Sidney Sax
Fellowships and the recently introduced
Practitioner Fellowshipsarticul ate with these.

. Discussion of co-funding possibilities
with other bodies.

Research Committee has budgeted for a
substantial increase in support for all its “people”
schemes over the next few years.

Finally, one of the most important changes for
postdocs may be the New Program Grant. These
have some of the advantageous features of the old
Institute Block grant, but unlike these, will be
availableto al on acompetitive basis. These
substantive grants are fully “one-line” and Cls
and postdocs seeking support will be able to be
employed under these grants without further
referenceto NHMRC. Furthermore, one of thekey
aims of the New Program Grant schemeisthe

training and career devel opment of researchers,
relevant to both theinitial awards of the Grant and
to reapplication.
Research Committee hopes that these changes
mean that better support will be availableto
researchersin all areas of health and medical
research during the crucia postdoctoral yearsin
the future. There can never be certainty during
this period, since not all successful entrants into
health and medical research are destined to
achieve the heights needed for a successful career
inresearch. However, the Research Committee’s
aim isto ensure that those with potential get their
opportunity to show it and we ensure that the
leadersin Australian research in the coming years
emerge strongly to serve Australian health needs
through research in the future. We hope that these
changes will provide abetter environment for this
to occur.
Professor Warwick Anderson
Chair , NHMRC Research Committee



ASMR Medical Research Week, 2001 )Q

ASMR Medallist 2001

Dr AlanBernstein

Director
Canadian Institutes of Health Research

Dr. Alan Bernstein isknown internationally both
asaresearcher and as ascientific leader. His
pioneering research in the area of cancer,
hematopoiesis and gene therapy remain landmarks
intheir field.

Dr. Bernstein has also played both national and
local rolesin fostering a broader vision of health
research. Hewas amember of the National

Task Force on Health Research, established by
Health Minister Allan Rock in 1998, that
recommended the establishment of the Canadian
Institutes of Health Research with an integrative
and comprehensive approach to health research.

Asascientific leader, Dr. Bernstein was highly
successful in building and nurturing the Lunenfeld
Intitute into one of Canada’s premier health
research institutes. He understands Canada's
health research climate and is a valued consultant
for many worldwide agencies, institutions and
companies, including the National | nstitutes of
Health (NIH).

Dr. Bernstein was thefirst Anne Tanenbaum Chair
in Molecular and Developmental Biology at the
Lunenfeld from 1990-2000 and hasalso
received numerous awards and honours for his
work including theGenetics Society of Canada
Award of Excellence, the Robert L. Noble
Award from the National Cancer Institute of
Canada, the Royal Society of Canada’'s
McLaughlin Medal and the 2000 Henry Friesen
Award sponsored by the Canadian Society for
Clinical Investigation and the Royal College of
Physicians and Surgeons.




ASMR: an overview

The Australian Society for Medical Research was founded in 1961 to foster
excellence in Australian health and medical research and to promote
community understanding and support.

[ | The Society currently represents 113,000 Austr alians (1100 Ordinary Members, 37 specialist
societies, 7 medical colleges, 13 foundation associates).

[ | ASMR’sPlatform Poalicy 1996 proposed the doubling of the NHMRC budget and targetted
Federa MP's, educating them to support the adoption of thisrecommendationby theHMRSR
and its subsequent endorsement by Government.

[ | ASMR recommended Capital Gains Taxation berefor med to permit venture capita
investmentin AHMR. Thisrecommendation wasendorsed by the Ralph Review.

[ | ASMR createsawar enessof HM R in thecommunity. ASMR Medica Research Week
atractssgnificant mediacoverage nationwide. Expositions, scientific meetings, lectures,
schoolsseminars, commerciaisation foraandtheASMR Meddl list dl raisethe profile of
HMRinAugrdia

[ | ASMR Publicopinion polls. Dataassessing attitudesof Austrdiansto HMR are pursuasive
instrumentsto government.

[ | ASMR Wor kfor ce Reviews. Two workforcereviews have provided datato support
ASMR submissionsto various bodies concerning working conditions, funding opportunities
and career development for Australian biomedical researchers.

| ASMR in consultation. The Society isfrequently consulted by Government, mediaand
funding bodies. ASM R has organised press conferences, foraand discipline conferences
and isfrequently quoted onradio, televisonandin print.

[ | ASMR Submissionsto Government. TheSociety actively pursuestheinterests of
Ausdtraian hedth and medical researchthrough itsmany submissionsto Government at both
national and statelevel.

[ | ASMR’sPlatform Policy 2000 broadly supportstherecommendationsof the Batterham
Review andthereport of thelnnovation Summit Implementation Group. The Society will
continueto push for thefull implementation of the ASMR Platform Policy 2000.

Tall Poppy Dinner
TheTall Poppy Dinner celebrates Queendand’ s past and present science heroesand their
achievements, including the presentation of the Young Tall Poppy Awards, aswell aslaunching
Queendand Nationa ScienceWeek. Tuesday, May 1st 2001, Brisbane Hilton.
Contact: AIPS, PO Box 145, Balmain, NSW.
Telephone: 0298105642 Fax: 02 9810 2406
Emall: andiethomas@iprimus.com.au



40th ASMR National Scientific Conference

Marriott Hotel, Gold Coast, Queensland 25th -
27th November 2001

Biolnnovation: The Future of
Medical Research

On behalf of the Local Organising Committee, we
would like to invite you to attend the 40th ASMR
NSC on the Gold Coast. The meeting hasan
excellent record of providing new information and
stimulating debate for the Society’s members and
thisyear’s conference will be no exception.
Proposed symposiawill cover avariety of themes
including ‘ Therapeutic Applications of
Proteases', ‘ Functional and Structural Genomics',
‘ Glycotherapuetics and Drug Design’,
‘Innovations in Diagnostics and Therapeutics,
‘Molecular Geneticsof Cancer’, ‘ Therapeutic
Applications of Proteases and ‘ The Pot of Gold at
the End of the Research Rainbow’ (discussing
issuesrelating to commercialisation, industry
linkage, patenting and ethics). Aswell there are
Research Highlights Sessions and the NARF and
Viertdl Symposia. TheFirkin Orator in 2001 isDr
Mike Dexter, Director of the Wellcome Trust UK
and the AWT Oration will be delivered by
Professor Peter Andrews, co-Director, Institute for
Molecular Biosciences.

When making your decision to attend, allow
yourself to be swayed by the good time you can

$5,000.00

ASMR Research Award

expect at a conference on the Gold Coast in late
Spring. The Marriott Hotel offersfantastic
facilitiesto all delegates and there are avariety of
affordable
accommodation
packages.
Detailswill be
found on our
special conference
web page:

www.asmr-nsc2001.conf.au

Call for Abstracts

Once again members are encouraged to submit
abstractsfor inclusion in either symposia, free
communication sessions or poster displays. Full
instructions will be found on the web page. Poster
and oral presentersare eligible for anumber of
significant prizesand afeature of the 2001 program
will be the reports by the inaugural winners of the
Medibank Private Student Research Awards,
before the presentations to this years Student
Research winners. Abstracts should be lodged by
September 21, 2001.

All enquiries, pre-registrations and submissions
arebest made from

www.asmr-nsc2001.conf.au

Assoc. Professor Lyn Griffiths
Convenor, ASMRNSC 2001

2001 TOXICITY TESTING

This Award will support apostgraduate :l":':.'l.'ll'lil:;l.x % .].'-'- 1 I":":.:-.'-:"li!-!'.l.'_'.l. I..l.xi-.:r'lq.'-'%'-

i i laboratory working w intemational guidslines
stuc_ient mt_amber nearing completion of of the OFECD and is 2 GLP and GMP
their studies or a recently graduated gisizred laboratoey, specialising in pre-clinica
postdoctoral ASMR member to o v including pharmacokineties, ioxicokinetics
undertake research in laboratories and a wide ranoe of pharmacoposal tests

outside their home city.

The Award specifically excludes support
for conference attendance.

[Ph armma If_:rx]

Applications close at 5:00pm on Friday U
September28,2001 ul urthner inlanmation eoniace

Dr A, G. Bal

1633 Fax; (02) 9654 1754
Full detailsfrom:
www.asmr.org.au/resfund/intro.html




Medibank Private Young Medical Researchers
Awards

Theinaugural winners of the
Medibank Private Young
Medica Researchers Awards
were announced at the 39th
ASMR National Scientific
Conference held at the Sofitel
Hotel in Melbournein November
2000.

ThewinnerswereK aren
Bentley fromthe AIDS
Molecular Biology Unit,

National Centrefor HIV Virology
at Macfarlane Burnet Centrein
Melbourne, TanyadeJongfrom
the Ludwig Institute for Cancer
Research in Melbourne and Paul
Ander son fromthe Division of
Biochemistry, Institute of

Karen Bentley, Paul Anderson and
Tanya de Jong

Medical & Veterinary Science,
Adelaide. They wonfrom afield
of 74 nominees nationwide. The
winnersreceived an award of
$5000 worth of internationa air
travel, aweek’saccommaodation
and entry to an international
conference of their choice.
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